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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

Accuplacer Reading Comprehension Test Prep
	TEACHER NAME

Stephanie Schab
	PROGRAM NAME

Parma City Schools


	
	[Unit Title]
Essential Component #4:  Ongoing Assessment and Learning


	NRS EFL(s)
4 – 6

Can be adapted for ABE students


	TIME FRAME
150 – 210 minutes 

	The Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.3.6
R.4.2


	Production and Distribution of Writing
	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	R.4.5
R.4.8

R.4.9
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	L.3.4

L.3.6

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center (TRC).


	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

· Students will gain knowledge about the Accuplacer placement exam, by engaging in a classroom discussion and by reviewing practice questions about the Accuplacer.  
· Students will be able to understand main ideas, draw inferences, and identify details by using Common Core Achieve Reading and Writing McGraw Hill books to learn core skills strategies, and then demonstrate that they can answer questions that reflect these types of skills.   
· Students will be able to demonstrate understanding of core skills such as summarizing, interpreting, and drawing conclusions about both non-fiction and fiction passages, by practicing sample problems on a worksheet, computerized exercises, and by using the Common Core Achieve Reading and Writing book by McGraw Hill.  

· Students will be able to prepare for a college placement test by demonstrating an understanding for more college-level reading questions by practicing questions that are more challenging to prepare students to be successful without remediation.  
	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· Teacher observation of student participation in discussion.
· Warm-up activity (Reflective warm-up)
· Student answers to Identifying the Main Idea module 

· Student answers to Common Core Basics and Achieve lessons

· Oral Discussions
· Independent Assignment (Accuplacer online assessment)
· Exit Tickets


	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
· Students should be familiar with main ideas, drawing inferences, and identifying details. 
· Students should be familiar with non-fiction and fiction based texts.    
· Students should have some concept that most colleges and trade schools require additional testing to gain entrance into a program.  
· Students should have engaged in critical thinking and evidenced based reasoning prior to this lesson plan.  
· Students should have some an understanding of basic study strategies.


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 
1. Think-Pair-Share: Ask students to think about the following questions, find a partner to discuss, and then share with the class.

a. “When you are shown a long reading passage with technical vocabulary, how do you approach this type of question?”  “What is your reaction to a question like this?”  
2. Project Strategies for Tackling Reading Comprehension Passages and Questions and give each student a copy.

a. Discuss the strategies with students.

3. Explain to students that the ability to read and comprehend is one of the most important skills for success in school. If they plan to pursue postsecondary education, students will probably need to take the Accuplacer test.

a. It is a computer-based placement test that assesses reading, writing, and math skills

b. Used by high schools and colleges to determine student placement

c. Tell students today you are going to focus on reading comprehension
4. Students should now have access to computers or laptops.  

a. Direct student to this website: https://www.wisc-online.com/learn/humanities/literature/rdg808/identifying-the-main-idea and have students complete the Identifying the Main Idea module

b. This is a formative assessment. Depending on how students score, assign the following lessons:
i. Lesson 1.1 Determine the Main Idea from Common core achieve: Mastering essential test readiness skills (Reading & Writing) 

ii. From Common core basics: Building essential test readiness skills (Reading)
1. Find Main Idea and Details (pg. 87)

2. Understand Relationships Between Ideas (pg. 221)

3. Interpret an Implied Main Idea (pg. 141-42)

4. Analyze Connections in Text (pg. 157)

iii. Circulate around the room as students complete the assignment offering help and answering questions as needed.

5. Tell students you will now watch a brief video about reading comprehension on the Accuplacer test. After the video, students will take a practice Accuplacer Reading Comprehension test.

a. Have students watch Accuplacer – Reading comprehension
i. Pause throughout the video to discuss and have students answer the questions

6. Direct students to access the OhioMeansJobs website https://jobseeker.ohiomeansjobs.monster.com/ 

a. Select Online Training
b. Select Access Learning Express Anonymously
c. In the Search Training Tests box, type “Accuplacer”

d. Select Accuplacer Reading Comprehension Practice Test 1 and launch

i. Students will answer 20 questions and see how well they did, it is automatically self-scoring

7. Once students have finished the Accuplacer practice test, give each student a copy of the Exit Ticket. Collect completed Exit Tickets from students for evaluation.

	RESOURCES
Computer with Internet access

Chalk/white board

Projector, ability to project

Speakers

Student copies of Strategies for Tackling Reading Comprehension Passages and Questions (attached) 
Computers with Internet access for student use

Frings, M. (2015, October 15). Identifying the Main Idea. Retrieved from https://www.wisc-online.com/learn/humanities/literature/rdg808/identifying-the-main-idea
Student copies of Lesson 1.1 Determine the Main Idea
Common core achieve: Mastering essential test readiness skills (Reading & Writing). (2015). Columbus, OH: McGraw-Hill Education.
Student copies of Find Main Idea and Details (pg. 87),

Understand Relationships Between Ideas (pg. 221),

Interpret an Implied Main Idea (pg. 141-42), and

Analyze Connections in Text (pg. 157)

Common core basics: Building essential test readiness skills (Reading). (2015). Columbus, OH: McGraw-Hill Education.
ACCUPLACER - Reading Comprehension. (2011, October 18). Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RWA9scP2ZZ8
Student copies of Exit Ticket (attached)



	
	DIFFERENTIATION
· Remediation is available throughout activities.  An option of using the Common Core Achieve Reading and Writing book, or the Common Core Basics Reading book to review content after informal online 5 question assessment.  
· Have ABE students work with instructor, or tutor if available.
· Use Rewordify (https://rewordify.com/) if the vocabulary is too difficult for your students.

	Reflection
	

	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Though not every student will be ready for the Accuplacer exam, it is important to emphasize that this lesson will also help students increase general reading skills, and prepare for a high school credential, if the student still needs to earn one.  



[image: image1.png]Strategies for Tackling Reading Comprehension Passages and
Questions

* Always read the questions before you read the passage. You will actually save A
time because you will know what you are looking for ahead of time.

* Did you know that for the Accuplacer Exam that you should avoid negative .J
answer statements? Many times, the correct responses will tend to be .
positive or neutral. If an answer seems like it might have a very negative idea
or feeling, then you might consider eliminating that answer choice.

* Don’t look at all the answers at once! Use the strategy of process of
elimination. Usually, at least one answer is obviously not the right choice.

After you read your passage, eliminate any of the “that’s wrong” answers. You
will increase your odds of choosing the correct answer.
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Exit Ticket


Score to Accuplacer Reading Test_______








My thoughts about the test:











 Do you think that you will need to take the Accuplacer exam in your future?  Why?  
































Exit Ticket:  Practice (taken from https://www.accuplacerpractice.com/)


Joseph Pilates was born in


 1880 in Germany. He was a frail child and wished he could find a way to build up strength. During World War I, he worked as a nurse in the army and developed a set of exercises for patients to increase their strength. After the war, he moved to New York City and developed his method of exercise into what is known as Pilates.


Which of the following is not true based on the passage?


Joseph Pilates was born in the 19th century.�B. Joseph Pilates was American.�C. Joseph Pilates lived in New York City.�D. Joseph Pilates was interested in exercise.�E. Joseph Pilates was a veteran.





 National parks are a great destination for family vacations. The National Park Service was established in the early 1900s to protect and preserve national parks. President Franklin D. Roosevelt was especially interested in natural resources and was influential in the organization. Among the most popular national parks are Yellowstone, Yosemite, and Glacier.


What is the main idea of the passage?


A. President Roosevelt was a great president.�B. Background information on national parks�C. Yellowstone is the most popular national park.�D. Parks are a waste of government money.�E. People love parks.
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